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King and queen of the Revere High School JR prom Ally Hinojosa and Kevin Chiles. The prom was held at Danversport Yacht
Club Friday, March 27.

ABCC shuts down Speakeasy
By Seth Daniel

Revere Fire Department
Deputy Chief Chris Bright had
some valuable assistance at
his job recently as his daughter, Fallon, who donned her
turnout gear at the Revere
Beach Parkway station. Fallon
was visiting her dad as part of
her high school’s “Take Your
Daughter to Work Day.”

As the usual group of regular adults at the Speakeasy
Pub gathered around the televisions to take in the ups and
downs of March Madness
during the afternoon of March
13, some eight State Troopers
and two investigators from the
Alcoholic Beverages Control
Commission (ABCC) are said
to have come through the door
not to catch the latest game,
but to shut the quiet bar down.
It was an act that some close
to the situation said coincided
almost too closely to an unrelated matter involving one of
the men cited by the ABCC
who is the property owner of
the bar building - Revere businessman Charlie Lightbody.
The ABCC investigation into
the nine-year-old “clerical
error” committed by the bar
started in earnest just one day
after Lightbody was indicted
for a host of allegations in-
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...because your child
deserves the best...

All of us at Century 21 Mario
would like to wish you & your families a
Happy Easter!
Let’s remember Easter is about the
Resurrection of Christ.

volving the land transfer of
the Everett property where the
Wynn Casino is to be located,
as well as an assault charge
for allegedly slapping former
Suffolk Downs worker Louis Ciarlone in a 2013 dust up
on Broadway over the casino
issue.
The ABCC, in a ruling
dated March 10, 2015, found
that the owner of the building
where the Speakeasy is located, Lightbody, and long-time
bar owner Eric Srbaccia violated four provisions within
the liquor licensing laws specifically regarding clerical
work on the license some nine
years ago.
Specifically, the Speakeasy
is said to have violated state
law by transferring control of
the license without approval,
signing the annual license renewal in 2006 and 2007 by an
unauthorized person, making
a false statement on a license
application and hindering the
efforts of an investigator.
“I would like to know why
they didn’t act on it nine years
ago?” asked Lightbody this
Please see PROGRAM Page 2

REVERE – When someone says “if you build it they
will come” most people think
of baseball players, but at McMackin Field off Winthrop
Avenue the ducks have come
and it looks like the water
that attracts them is here for
awhile.
Monday night the city
council, city officials, Little
League leaders, and others
met for the Water & Sewer
Summit to discuss various
areas of the city and water issues. At the forefront was the
flooded Little League field
that once was considered a
North Shore gem.
The problem besides the
water on the field is the fact
that the field is privately
owned and the city can do
nothing but lend its support.
Mayor Dan Rizzo said the
field has always had an issue
with water. Many people at
the meeting blamed the construction of the condomini-

PHOTOS BY BOB MARRA JR.

Father George Butera, Pastor at St. Anthony of Padua Church, is joined by Deacon Joe Belmonte as they lead the parish youngsters in waiving Palms at the start of the 10 a.m. Mass on Palm
Sunday. Additionally, members of the St. Anthony Church Youth Group re-enacted the Passion of
Christ during the church's Palm Sunday observance. Here, Gianni Hill in the role of Jesus expresses the agony of the crucifixion.

Seeing the country one stadium at a time
By Seth Daniel

He was driving somewhere
deep in the middle of Kansas,
long after midnight, when Re-
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erty you’d do something. We
had the best field in Eastern
Mass.”
Bob Button, an engineer
with CDM Smith, Inc. Boston, said water drains from
the condo parking lot and roof
drains flow onto the field. He
added that the light poles at
the field are also not safe. Button said it would cost a couple
hundred thousand for a pump
and drain. He suggested the
field could be rebuilt and
raised up for where it is now.
Ward 2 Councilman Ira
Novoselsky said the work on
Winthrop Avenue was due to
a collapse. The city had to
reline the pipes which closed
the street for a month. He suggested the league get together
with the mayor to see what
can be done.
City Council President
John Powers said it is incumbent on the city to work with
the Revere Little League.
Sue Ellen Woodcock can
be reached at suewoodcock@
reverejournal.com.
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ums behind the field.
Ron LaQuaglia, of 83
Sewall St., has been with
Revere Little League for 40
years as a coach, manager
and umpire. He admitted that
water on the field has been an
issue for 40 years and they
have handled it. Even with
the condo project he believes
something happened when
the city tore up Winthrop Avenue to work on the water and
sewer system. In the 63 years
to field has been there he said
there have been thousands of
kids who played there. He explained they were the first in
the area with lights, dugouts
and a concession stand. He
said that the problem with the
field means 350 children will
not play this year.
“The condos were built
and something changed and it
(water) began to flow into the
park,” LaQuaglia said. “It’s
not fair to the kids. I know it’s
private property, but it’s like
when your next door neighbor sends water on your prop-

FOR TAKE OUT
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vere’s Arty DeMattia let his
mind wander and he began to
contemplate the real importance of America’s national
pastime – baseball.
While on his nine-year
quest to see a baseball game in
every Major League Baseball
stadium, DeMattia had hit a
snag in his scheduling. After
having caught a Texas Rangers
game in Dallas, a Greyhound
bus that was to take DeMattia
to Denver was delayed, and it
messed up the game plan for
him to see a Colorado Rockies
game.
Determined not to miss his
date at Coors Field in Denver
the next day, DeMattia, now
30, rented a car and drove
through the wild expanses of
Oklahoma and Kansas and
eastern Colorado. It allowed
him a lot of time to think about
OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 11-1
210 BROADSOUND AVE, REVERE
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his journey, and the fact that
it really was more than just
baseball – that it said something about the sum total of
America.
“It’s really heart warming when you see father and
sons and grandfathers going
together for the first time to a
game or families going togethPlease see STADIUM Page 6

$2.35

Price subject
to change
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notice
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• 100 Gal. Minimum • 24 Hour Service
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CHELSEA –JUST LISTED!

Mint 1 br condo, Brick, balcony, elevator,
parking, Great location & great access to
Boston & rte 1 north!! 70W #68W $159,900

Convenient Downtown loc, 2 level 1 br condo,
high ceilings, skylights, garage, parking, Brick,
Million $ Views! From 2 level deck, 2 family, 2 Steps to square & Commuter T Move right in!
levels w 2 baths for owner, plus extra space Steps
#48W $149k
to ocean Close to T Come & See!

WEST REVERE

7 rm 3 br home, h/w floors, newer siding &
windows. Extremely well-maintained! Attatched
garage Move right in! #68W $329K

WEST REVERE

Just listed 7 rm 1 1/2 bath home, h/w, ELK semifin base, newer roof & boiler, parking, nice movein condition! Won't last! #84P $229K

Prattville Area Spacious 2 fam, 2 levels for
owner, Newer kitchens, 5-7 rms, Great detail,
Decks off kitchens, Sep utils, Six car parking!
#82S $499K

EVERETT– JUST LISTED

4 Unit, lots of updates, sep utils, 2 garages
plus parking. Great rental potential.
#356M $599k
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EASTER SUNDAY
On Sunday, many churches will be overflowing as parishioners go to church to celebrate Easter.
Easter is always a magical time for children.
As a family, we always held off hiding the Easter candy
around the house until after Mass. This action prompted our
youngest to go to church a few years back and pray that the
Easter Bunny remembers to come to our house and then he proceeded to put our address in his prayers just in case the bunny
might have forgotten where he was to go in all his haste.
For adults, Easter usually means putting on a new spring outfit that celebrates the arrival of warmer weather after a too long
and cold winter.
However, Easter is more than just these two events.
For Christians, Easter is a celebration of eternal life shown by
Jesus Christ's resurrection.
It appears to be more than coincidence with Easter on Sunday
that during the last two months, through courtroom accounts, of
accused Boston Marathon Bomber Dzhokhar Tsanaev, we as a
community had to relive that terrible day two years ago when
bombs exploded at the finish line killing three and injuring hundreds. We reflect on how close to danger members of our community were on that day as they came to view the Marathon.
For the last two months we have heard from bombing survivors and the wounds that they suffered.
On Monday during the trial, we heard about the autopsy in
gruesome detail of the youngest victim, Martin Richard, and
how his eight- year old body was just destroyed by the bomb.
Now we are hearing from Tsarnaev's defense team in their
attempt to spare him the death penalty.
We are not going to debate whether the death penalty should
be applied in this case. What we are going to ask is that our
readers reflect upon the meaning of Easter as examplified by
Jesus Christ in his passion and resurrection and decide if the
death penalty should be invoked.
While the death penalty decision rests with the men and
women of the jury, we as a community need to decide what
we would do if the decision was ours to make and whether we
truly would follow Jesus Christ's example.for the healing of that
terrible day to be complete.

HAPPY PASSOVER
We wish the members of the Jewish community a Happy Passover as the holiday begins at sundown Friday and continues for the
next eight days.
The celebration commences with Jewish families sitting down for
the traditional Seder meal. Children have a special role in the Seder,
with the youngest child at the table being called upon to recite “the
four questions,” in Hebrew, beginning with, “Why is this night different from all other nights?” There are also songs that help mark this
significant holiday on the Jewish calendar.
The arrival of Passover also means that spring is here and warmer
weather is on its way.
May all of our Jewish friends in the city enjoy a Happy and
Healthy “Pesach.”

Send us Your News

The Revere Journal encourages residents to submit birth and engagement
announcements, news releases, business briefs, honor rolls, social news, sports
stories, and photographs for publication. Items should be forwarded to our
offices at 385 Broadway, Citizens Bank Building, Revere, MA 02151.
Items can also be faxed to 781-485-1403. The Journal also encourages
readers to e-mail news releases to editor@reverejournal.com.
The Revere Journal assumes no financial responsibility for
typographical errors in advertisements, but will reprint that part of the
advertisement in which the error occurs. Advertisers will please notify
the management immediately of any errors that may occur.
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er to the ballpark,” he said.
“It reminded me of times I
spent at games with my family and friends. I saw this all
around the country, even with
the new teams. I find it awesome when I run into die hard
Tampa Bay Rays and Washington Nationals fans; these
are people who bought into
the hometown teams no matter how young the franchises
were…Everybody has memories associated with baseball
in America. Baseball was my
first sport. I still remember my
first game at Fenway Park on
a rainy October day. I don’t
remember the game, but I
remember being at the park.
Also, listening to the games
with my grandfather on the radio. We would sit out in the in
the summer and listen. It was
one of the first sports I grew
up with and understood.”
It was recollections like
those that really drove home
the importance of his undertaking. That quest included
DeMattia traveling over a period of nine years to visit 33
Major League Baseball parks
(including three now-defunct
parks) – starting in Baltimore
in 2004 and finishing in Seattle in late 2013. About 25
percent of the games he saw
on the road featured the Boston Red Sox – his hometown
team. Additionally, he stopped
at a number of minor league
baseball parks along the way
and traveled to a lot of Spring
Training stadiums as well.
Through it all, DeMattia
saw a lot of baseball and found
a lot of interesting things about
the country and its traditions.
In Milwaukee, sausages are
the biggest things going at the
Stadium, and there’s even a
sausage race during the seventh-inning stretch where people dressed up as a hot dog, a
bratwurst, a chorizo, a kielbasa, and an Italian sausage race
around the bases.
In St. Louis, at Busch Stadium, DeMattia was perplexed
to find out that the stadium
named after the beer conglomerate only served Coors products.
“It’s one of those things you
don’t expect,” he said.
He experienced some great
food, such as an unexpected
delicacy at Tropicana Field –
the home of the Tampa Bay
Rays. The rightly named
‘Devil Dog’ was quite a treat,
he said, with virtually everything you can think of on the
hot dog.
He did a lot of driving too,
crossing through Montana, the
Dakotas and “fly over” territory – simultaneously meeting
Black

As the baseball season for the Boston Red Sox gets ready to kick off next week, Revere’s Arty
DeMattia recalls his nine-year quest to visit every Major League Baseball park in the country. It
was a quest that taught him as much about baseball as it did about the spirit of America’s pastime.

another goal of seeing all 50
states before he’s 50 (he’s seen
49 due to his baseball travels).
Sometimes he even lucked
out by getting free tickets.
“A friend and I were in Miami and we planned on going
to a Marlins game to help my
goal, but we didn’t have tickets yet,” he said. “We were
walking along the street in
Miami and a lady just came up
and gave us Marlins tickets.”
DeMattia said the idea at
first was simply about seeing
a lot of baseball in different
places. He thought it was a
great way to take vacation
time away from work, and to
enjoy his favorite sport. And it
did start that way, but it ended
up much differently.
“It started out being about
baseball stadiums and ended
up turning into being about
how people live in different
cities of the country,” he said.
“It was a social study, almost
and experiment. Every city
and every stadium has its
hangouts and customs and
special foods. The best teams
incorporate that into their
marketing and experience.
Baltimore does a very good
job of it. San Francisco does a
good job too. Other teams like
Oakland don’t do such a good
job. About 66 percent of the
games I went to alone, so I got
to meet a lot of people along
the way. It’s great when cities
celebrate their teams as well.
Some do it better than others,

but for the most part there is
baseball pride in all MLB cities.”
After seeing them all, his
favorite ballparks were Fenway Park, Petco in San Diego,
Camden Yards in Baltimore
and the old Yankee Stadium.
His least favorites were the
Anaheim (LA) Angels in California, Oakland A’s stadium
and Tropicana Field in Tampa.
Some of the best fans he
said are Chicago Cubs fans, or
Kansas City Royals fans.
“The Cubs are the best fans
because they’ll talk your ear
off,” he said. “Some of angriest fans are Detroit fans. They
aren’t very friendly or warm.
I would stand up and clap
when the Sox scored, and they
would yell at me or tell me to
sit down. In most places, they
were much better sports.”
Now, with a wealth of base-

ball experience behind him,
DeMattia – who graduated
from Revere High School and
is the son of Arthur and Ellen
DeMattia – looks to start another hobby when not working at his day job. That hobby
is to write a book about his
experiences; chronicling the
thoughts that came to him as
he drove alone across vast
American expanses like Montana to catch one more game
in one more Stadium.
And he also said that he
doesn’t consider his quest
over.
“As long as they keep tearing down old stadiums and
building new stadiums, I’ll
keep going to them,” he concluded.
Seth Daniel can be reached
at seth@reverejournal.com

S ubscription
I nformation
The Revere Journal is published every Wednesday
by the Independent Newspaper Group. Periodical postage rates paid at Boston, MA. Newsstand price is 50 cents.
Subscriptions are $26 per year in Revere, and $50 per year
outside the city. Known office of publication: 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Postal publication number is
USPS NO. 710-120. Postmaster, send address corrections
to the Independent Newspaper Group, Attn: Circulation,
385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.The Revere Journal
assumes no financial responsibility for typographical errors in advertisements, but will reprint that part of the
advertisement in which the error occurs. Advertisers will
please notify the management immediately of any errors
that may occur.

